
 

Pineapple Cove Classical Academy  
Board Meeting Minutes for July 23, 2020 at 6 p.m. 

 
A. Opening Exercises 

1. Call to order- called to order at 6:05 p.m. 

2. Roll call of those present- Dir. Norda Gordon, Dir. Angela Harrigan, Dir. Shakira Guice, 

Dir. Mike Contreras. Non-voting parties present: Lisa Wheeler, Kelly Gunter, John Moran 

3. Adoption of agenda- agenda adopted with no changes. 

B. Recognition of Visitors  

C. Consent Agenda 

1. Adoption of May meeting minutes- May meeting minutes presented for approval. 

Dir. Guice moved to approve with no changes; Dir. Harrigan second. Approved 

unanimously. 

D. Financial Report 

E. Action Agenda 

1. Presentation of Mental Health Assistance Plan- Mrs. Gunter presented the Mental 

Health Assistance Plan required by the state of Florida. PCCA’s plan proposes to 

continue to use Mental Health Allocation funds to provide a Licensed Mental Health 

Counselor as well as training for teachers in Youth Mental Health First Aid training. 

Dir. Harrigan suggested the use of local DCF and other agencies who may be able to 

provide the YMHFA training to teachers in house. Dir. Gordon moved to approve; 

Dir. Contreras second. Approved unanimously. 

2. Athletics for Fall 2020- Mrs. Gunter asked the board for a discussion of athletics for 

Fall 2020 (volleyball and cross country, specifically). The Florida High School Athletics 

Association commissioned a Sports Medical Advisory Council report to determine 

the safety of athletics for the fall semester. At this time, due to the number of COVID 

cases, FHSAA sports as a whole have not been able to move past phase 1 of the 

Return to Activity plan. Among the recommendations for the report include: 

a. The downward trajectory of COVID-19 cases 

b. Less than 5 percent positive COVID-19 cases for 28 days 



c. Requiring two weeks of practice before the competition to adjust to 

temperatures and prevent injury 

d. Waivers for all students 

e. No fans or bands allowed 

f. Masks on sidelines 

g. The freedom of each school/district to make the choice on the safety of 

athletics in the individual school 
 

While PCCA does not have football, fall sports include volleyball and cross country. 

Current cases in Brevard County are still trending upward, with positive cases still at 

18% as of this meeting, and it does not appear that these parameters are currently met 

or will be met during the fall sports season. Members of the board questioned what 

Brevard Schools were doing- Mrs. Gunter noted that they have suspended indefinitely 

and are reassessing August 24, which was the recommendation of FHSAA. Due to 

incredibly concerning numbers, SMAC's final recommendation states the “moral and 

ethical duty to provide recommendations to FHSAA," saying returning to competition 

for high-risk sports is not medically safe. 

 

Given the current phase of Return to Activity, no locker rooms can be used, group sizes 

must be less than 10 and cohorted, and no equipment can be shared. Mrs. Wheeler 

expressed some concern that due to the size of our school, if an exposure were to 

happen in either of these sports programs, it is possible that there could feasibly be an 

athlete from these teams in every classroom; under current Department of Health 

guidelines, that would mean shutting down the entire building. Given many of our 

coaches are staff members, this could also mean losing teachers for 10-14 days during 

quarantine. 

 

Mrs. Gunter asked the board to make a decision regarding these sports continuing as 

there are significant preparations that need to occur should PCCA move forward, 

including required FHSAA physicals and trainings for students and coaches. Dir. Guice 

asked if there was any way to move the sports to another season. Mrs. Gunter noted 

that would require FHSAA approval and was a topic of conversation for the August 10 

FHSAA board meeting. Mrs. Wheeler noted that admin would be very open to those 

conversations should case numbers improve. Dir. Harrigan noted she was concerned 

about going forward with these sports and felt all resources should be geared towards 

reopening classrooms for the upcoming school year. Mrs. Gunter reiterated that the 

board could choose to wait indefinitely or make a choice during this meeting. At that 

time, multiple board members expressed the desire to cancel these two sports based on 



the recommendations of the SMAC committee and the concerns surrounding positive 

case rates in the county, leaving open the possibility to move the sports to another 

season pending action of the FHSAA. Dir. Gordon moved to cancel the sports of 

volleyball and cross country for fall season. Dir. Contreras second. Approved 

unanimously.  

F. Information Agenda 

1. COVID-19- Updates to school year- PCCA has submitted an Innovative Learning Plan 

to the Florida Department of Education to permit the option of virtual instruction for 

students not comfortable coming back to school for the minimum of the fall 

semester. Currently approximately 30% of our students are requesting virtual 

instruction and 70% are in-person.  

G. Board Member Reports 

H.  Adjournment- Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 


